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by 
Leon Trotsky 

This account by Leon Trotsky (1879-1940) is of the events 
in Russia from the October Revolution of 1917 in 
Petrograd, to his signing of the Brest-Litovsk treaty 
with Germany on 3rd March 1918 which took Russia out of 
the First World War. The treaty exacted heavy losses for 
Russia in terms of annexations of land and financial 
indemnities to Germany. In this extended essay, Trotsky 
argues the reasons as to why he decided to sign what 
appears to be a disastrous agreement for Russia.
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Cover photo shows Leon Trotsky at his desk, around 1919. 
Cover designed by Availle. This design is in the public domain.
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